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  The Annual Ladies Night is just a few days away, and one of 

the traditions of the evening is the presentation of the William 

ñDarkieò McCall Award. But many of our members don't under-

stand what the award is about. 

 

The award is a gift from the McCall family and dedicated to the 

memory of William ñDarkieô McCall. Darkie was one of the origi-

nal members who served with distinction for many years. 

 

The award was first presented for the 1981 season. The inaugural 

winner was Darkieôs  son, Ian. The legend goes that Ian was out of 

the room at the time the executive decided to name him 

the winner. 

 

The award is presented at Ladies Night. However the decision was made in October last year. The 

winner, will be the 2009 recipient. 

 

The winner is determined by a score based on Service, commitment, special acts and dedication to 

the association. Nominations are decided by the executive at their second last meeting and voting is 

done at the last meeting. Executive Members do not vote for themselves, so the result gets averaged. 

 

The previous 5 winners are exempt from being nominated. This means that Anthony Ellard, Barry 

Cummins, Alan Pollock, Alan Shortall and Ken McNaught will not be announced eligible. 

 

Over the years, only 3 individuals have won the Darkie McCall award twice. They are Alan Pollock, 

Max Dunn and the late Kevin Jeffes. 

 

Interestingly, Anthony Ellard, Barry Cummins and Michael Reid (Not Mike Reid currently referee-

ing) are the only 3 recipients who were not or have not since become Life Members. Anthony & 

Barry joined in 2002, so cannot be considered for Life Membership yet, and Michael left the associa-

tion several years ago. 

 

This award is not a popularity contest among the executive. In fact, allot of the nominees in recent 

years were not on the executive. Barry Cummins won the 2007 award and has never been on the ex-

ecutive. 

 

The 2009 award is rumoured to be one of 

the closest on record with up to 6 nominees 

within a whisker of each other. The winner 

will be announced at Ladies Night 
 

 

 

Who is your tip? 

 

Anthony Ellard tips Stephen Ellison 

Ken McNaught tips Lewis South 

Andrew Essey tips Ian McCall 

Allan Pollock tips Andrew Essey 

Bernard Biala tips Jarrad Whitby 

Daniel Luttringer tips Jason Ndeira 
Anthony Ellard receiving the Darkie McCall Award in 2009 

Darkie McCall Award Winner - Barry Cummins 



Joining Association  

I joined mid way through 2001. I joined because my two 
best mates Ben Price and Michael El Kadi and I decided it 

would be a good way to learn the rules properly and 
mainly just spend more time together. We played in the 

same rugby league team and convinced about 10 players 

from our club to come along and try being a referee.  

The first match I ever refereed was an under 7ôs 1st divi-

sion on the 9th June 2001 at International Oval, Seven Hills 
with Mark Bej as my assessor. I honestly donôt recall much 

of the match but mark certainly does. You can ask him just how nervous I was.  

Early memories  

That year (2001) I touch judged 2 grand finals the under 13ôs 2nd division and the under 11ôs 1st divi-
sion held at Parramatta Stadium. The following year I refereed my first grand final the under 11ôs 1st 

division at Guildford. This is probably my first memory of refereeing to be honest. I donôt think I will 
ever forget it and neither will Michael El Kadi who was my touch judge. He was and still is one of my 

best mates even after I didnôt see him raise his flag when a player ran into touch after a long run away 

try. He apparently stood there back on half way, flag raised until the player grounded the ball in the in 
goal. He then started running down the touch line.  

Before awarding the try I looked to both my touchies and Michael was sprinting down the line. I as-
sumed he was happy with the try and was simply slow in getting into the in goal and so I awarded the 

try. I had no idea Mick had raised his flag. But as I was getting into position for the goal the crowd 
started giving it to Michael and myself. At half time Michael was fuming and we are still best mates to-

day. But we always look back at that day and remind each other.  

And now whenever there is a break near the touch line I always make sure that the touchie is happy.  

I continued playing and refereeing until the end of 2003 which was the last year I played League. 

Therefore, 2004 was the first year I started attending referees training consistently and I also had my 
HSC that year. I was still 17 and the highest grade I refereed was the Under 15ôs 1st division and I 

ended up refereeing the Under 13ôs 1st division game in 2004. 

Joined rep squad  

At the end of 2004 I was lucky enough to be asked to trial 
for a position with the Junior rep train on squad. After 

about 2 weeks we did the beep test. We didnôt know it but 
they were going to cut a lot of people at the end of that 

particular session. I just stood beside Steve Ellison and ran 

for as long as I could. I remember we both did PBôs that 
night and since then we always pushed each other at 

training. All of 2005 I was in the train on squad and didnôt 
officiate in one match as either a touch judge or a referee.  


